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GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1909. 


/  11  FEB.1910 


The  physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  district,  and  general 

condition  ot  the  population.  This  district  is  made  up  of  the  divisions  of  Whitchurch,  Ganarew,  Welsh 
Bicknor,  Welsh  Newton,  Llanrothal  and  Garway.  All  are  distinctly  rural,  sparsely  populated,  and  most  of 
the  population  are  engaged  in  agricultural  work.  There  are  elevated  parts  in  all  the  divisions,  and  these 
slope  down,  more  or  less  abruptly,  to  the  river  Monnow  in  the  Llanrothal  division,  and  to  the  river 
Wye  in  the  Whitchurch  and  Welsh  Bicknor  divisions;  while  Welsh  Newton,  Garway  and  Ganarew  are  the 
hilly  elevated  districts  between  the  other  three ;  the  highest  point  is  in  the  Welsh  Newton  division — it  is 
between  600  and  700  feet  above  sea-level.  The  main  occupation  of  the  residents  is  agricultural  work, 
and  this  is  conducive  to  health  and  longevity. 


The  Housing  Accommodation  is  adequate;  one  case  of  overcrowding  in  Welsh  Newton 
occurred — and  in  Garway  a  case  of  insanitary  house.  The  open  spaces  around  the  houses  are  ample  and 
kept  clean.  All  cases  of  negligence  have  been  remedied  after  receiving  the  Inspector’s  notice. 

The  Supervision  over  the  Erection  ot  New  Houses  is  limited  to  certifying  that  the 
water  supply  is  satisfactory  before  occupation.  Certificates  were  granted  for  five  houses  on  the  Doward 
and  eight  at  Symonds  Yat,  all  in  the  Whitchurch  division.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Clases  Act — none  was  called  for. 

Tile  Water  Supply  is  by  wells,  springs,  storage  tanks,  and  in  some  parts  from  streams,  and 
also  from  wells  sunk  in  the  foreshore  of  the  river  Wye.  The  supply  is  plentiful  in  parts,  in  others 
scarce,  and  some  houses  are  remote  from  a  continuous  supply.  The  wells  on  the  Doward  and  in  Welsh 
Newton  have  been  cleaned  out,  protected  and  greatly  improved — the  water  supply  is  consequently  better. 
A  special  report  on  the  water  supply  of  the  Whitchurch  village  was  drawn  up,  and  means  of  improvement 
are  now  being  considered.  At  Ganarew  the  supply  to  several  houses  has  being  planned  out,  and  is  under 
consideration  by  the  owner  of  the  property. 

The  Public  Wells  and  Springs  . — On  the  Doward  and  in  Welsh  Newton  the  wells  have 
been  greatly  improved  and  are  now  protected.  There  is  no  public  water  service. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  obtained  from  the  farms ;  there  are  no  milkshops  within  the  district. 
The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  state  ;  they  have  been  inspected,  but  no 
defects  discovered.  The  only  adminstration  as  regards  milk  is  that  when  an  infectious  disease  breaks  out 
in  a  farm  no  milk  is  allowed  to  go  off  the  premises.  No  tuberculous  milk  has  been  detected. 

As  regard  other  Food  the  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected;  nothing  unsound  or 
insanitary  has  been  detected.  Nor  has  any  action  been  required  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
No  carcases  nor  parts  of  carcases  have  been  condemmed  for  tuberculous  or  other  causes. 

The  Sewerage  and  Drainage  is  sufficient  ;  where  house  drains  have  been  found  defective 
they  were  remedied  ;  cases  of  this  occurred  in  Whitchurch,  Welsh  Bicknor,  Garway  and  Llanrothal. 

The  Methods  ot  Disposal  ot  Sewage  are  by  means  of  earth  closets,  privies  with  pits, 

which  are  cleaned  out  and  used  for  garden  purposes.  They  are  efficient  and  where  neglected  have  been 

rectified — one  case  occurred  in  Garway;  and  a  cesspool  in  a  neglected  condition  was  rectified  in  Whitchurch. 

The  Itivers  and  Streams  in  the  District  are  free  from  pollution — those  running  through 
grazing  land  become  contaminated  by  cattle  in  the  summer-time. 

Excrement  Disposal  is  by  means  of  digging  pits  in  the  garden  and  emptying  the  collections 

from  the  privies  and  closets  into  them,  covering  over  with  earth,  and  after  a  suitable  interval  using  this 

as  a  fertilizer.  This  is  efficient. 


The  Itemoval  and  Disposal  Ot  House  Ketuse  is  by  means  of  middens,  these  are 
emptied  and  used  on  the  gardens  ;  when  neglected  an  Inpector’s  notice  is  served  and  they  are  at  once 
attended  to.  In  Whitchurch  one  case  of  offensive  cesspool  was  corrected.  No  public  scavenging  or 
collecting  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out. 


Nuisances.  All  instances  when  occurring  have  been  removed  on  receipt  of  the  Inspector’s 
notice.  In  Welsh  Bicknor  a  case  of  unburied  dead  and  putrid  sheep  was  abated. 

There  are  no  lodgings  nor  offensive  trades  in  the  district  requiring  special  bye-laws. 

Tile  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  in  a  sanitary  state.  The  water  supply  to  the  Welsh 
Newton  School  is  now  satisfactory.  On  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  the  families  affected  are  at 
once  rigidly  excluded  from  the  school,  until  it  is  considered  they  are  free  from  all  infection.  Any 

children  appearing  at  school  with  a  rash  are  at  once  sent  home  and  not  permitted  to  return,  until  they 

can  produce  a  medical  certificate  stating  that  they  are  free  of  all  infection.  The  Whitchurch  Schools 

were  closed  for  an  extensive  and  persistent  outbreak  of  whooping  cough.  The  school  premises  were 
disinfected  before  re-opening. 

Methods  ol  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease.  All  cases  are  notified  and  the  house 

affected  is  visited ;  isolation  is  directed  and  disinfectants  are  supplied ;  at  the  termination  disinfection  is 
carried  out.  One  case  of  scarlatina  maligna  was  notified  in  the  Garway  division,  it  proved  fatal.  There 
is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  district,  nor  is  there  any  accommodation  available  in  the  Hospitals  of 
adjacent  districts. 

Methods  Of  control  of  Tuberculosis.  None  has  been  entered  upon.  One  fatal  case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred.  No  cases  were  notified  by  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer.  There  is 
no  hospital  accommodation  of  any  kind  within  the  district. 

Incidence  of  Disease.  In  Garway  a  fatal  case  of  Scarlatina  occurred  and  in  Whitchurch 
there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  whooping  cough,  otherwise  the  district  has  been  free  from  any  prevalent 
complaint.  In  the  scaralatina  case  there  were  no  children  in  the  house,  thorough  disinfection  was  carried 
out.  In  the  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  the  schools  at  Whitchurch  were  closed,  as  it  spread  to  a 
serious  extent,  no  doubt  due  to  contact  at  school.  Tuberculosis  has  not  occurred  to  any  noticeable 
extent.  No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  has  occurred.  There  is  no  infant  mortality  from  preventable 
causes. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  20,  as  against  26  in  last  year.  The 

Birth-rate  is  15-2  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  28  as  against  17  of  last  year.  The 

Death-rate  is  13-6  per  thousand.  Of  these  deaths  2  were  due  to  accident,  1  to  suicide,  and  3  were 
over  80,  and  one  not  a  day  old. 

Inspection  of  the  District.  In  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  the  various  parts  of  the 
District  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time.  Special  reports  have  been  made  on  the  wells  on  the 

Doward  and  Welsh  Newton,  and  on  the  water  supply  to  the  Whitchurch  village.  All  the  wells  were 

visited  and  a  house  to  house  visitation  made  at  Whitchurch.  The  following  cases  were  remedied : — In 
the  Whitchurch  division,  a  defective  house  drain,  an  insanitary  bakehouse,  offensive  pig  wash,  offensive 
cesspool.  In  the  Garway  division,  defective  house  drains,  offensive  pig  wash,  insanitary  house,  offensive 
privy.  In  the  Welsh  Bicknor  division,  defective  house  drains,  dead,  putrid  and  offensive  unburied  sheep. 
In  Welsh  Newton,  a  case  of  overcrowding.  In  Llanrothal,  defective  house  drains. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  There  are  12  workshops  and  3  workplaces  in  the 
district,  viz.,  4  bakehouses  (1  recently  used  has  been  closed),  4  carpenters  shops,  3  dressmakers  workplaces. 
The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  limewashed.  The  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  workshops  and 
workplaces  has  been  adequate.  The  number  of  workers  in  any  one  workshop  or  workplace  does  not  exceed 
3,  so  that  the  sufficiency  has  been  fully  met  by  adopting  the  same  standard  as  in  dwellings. 

There  are  no  home-workers  nor  under-ground  bakehouses  in  the  District. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

LLOYD  G.  SMITH,  M.D., 


February  4th,  1910. 


M.O.H. 
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